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Pirate Novels: Fictions of Nation Building in Spanish America. By ina 
Gerassi-Navarro. (Durham: Duke University Press, 1999. x + 251 pp. 
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, $17.95 paper.) 

How is the ambivalent figure of the pirate used to construct an im­
age of the past which can be projected into the future for post-independ�nce 
Spanish American nations? This is the question addressed by Nina Gerassi-



www.manaraa.com



www.manaraa.com

432 COLONIAL LA TIN AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW SUMMER 2(00 

race, one wonders whether the chapters on national identity in the fictimal­
ized plots and nation building in the same historical fictions could have reen 
integrated into a single chapter focused on the question of national formaion 
as represented in these four historical novels. 

Pirate Novels is a well-written and well-documented approach b a 

corpus of historical fictions which have not previously been the focuL of 
sustained critical attention. Nina Gerassi-Navarro's contribution to studie: of 
the nineteenth-century historical novel will undoubtedly be of tremendous se 
to scholars in this field. Most fascinating is the question of the ideologcal 
ambivalence of grounding a political project for a national future in a fig.ire 
who is by definition outside the law. The author teases out the contradictnns 
of such a representation, and demonstrates how the pirate-as villaimus 
heretic and bloodthirsty foreign menace, or as a symbol of liberation f m 
colonial oppression-is alternately a figure against whom Spanish Americans 

define themselves or with whom they can identify, in their efforts to fcrm 

national identities that look backward toward the past, but will serve then in 
the future as they face the formidable task of nation building. 
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